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Happy Holidays! This year, there 
is a lot to celebrate in Old Town 

Chinatown. We are starting a new year 
with many exciting plans: we will be 
welcoming new neighbors, working on 
neighborhood developments, and trying 
to get closer as a neighborhood. The 
Spring 2008 issue of the Old Town
Chinatown Crier will have updates on 
these exciting activities! 

But before the New Year arrives, we 
have some feasting, gift-giving and 
merry-making to do. Old Town China-
town encompasses the history of many 
cultures, and provides helpful services 
to many people on a daily basis, so we 
are already primed for the holiday spirit. 
Giving unique gifts, giving of ourselves, 
and helping others are already daily 
actions in Old Town Chinatown. Here 
are some ideas to help your holidays 
seem bright, and to keep it all in the 
neighborhood at the same time.

Old Town Chinatown is the place to find 
unique gifts. Saturday Market’s Fes-

ing holiday specials in their gift shops. 
Groups can also rent the Chinese Garden 
tea house for holiday parties. Of course, 
museum memberships make great gifts 
that can be enjoyed throughout the year. 
See more about socially-conscious gift-
giving on page 8. 

In Old Town Chinatown there are many 
opportunities to give of yourself. You 
can be assured you are making a tangible 
difference through volunteering your 
time, making a donation to a local not-
for-profit, or purchasing a membership. 
Each social service agency in Old Town 
Chinatown has a wish list.

Finally, don’t miss Santacon, when hun-
dreds of Santa impersonators descend on 
downtown with more jollity than usual. 
This year it starts at noon on December 
8th. See them all at Skidmore Fountain! 
Go to http://portland.cacophony.org for 
more information. 

Whatever you do, have a safe and happy 
holiday season ... and a Happy New Year! 

tival of the Last Minute is a treasure-
trove of unique gifts. The Monkey and 
The Rat will be holding a “Caravan 
Trading” trunk show through December 
30th. Stocking-stuffers, toys, and shoes 
are plentiful at Just Be Toys. Go to Cal 
Skate Skateboards for great gifts for 
adventurous young people.  Music is 
always a great gift, and 360 Vinyl keeps 
it retro. For cozy home gifts, stop by 
Pendleton Home or Hoodoo Antiques. 
Eclexion has locally-designed fashions 
and accessories for the clothes horses on 
your list!

Or try the gift shops in our neighbor-
hood’s museums. The  Oregon Nikkei 
Legacy Center and Portland Classical 
Chinese Garden will both be offer-Enjoy great gifts from Saturday Market  Or shop at The Monkey and The Rat! 

Santas abound at the yearly Santacon

Old Town Chinatown Brings You
 a Very Merry Holiday Season
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Festival of the Last Minute
December 17th  - 24th

Procrastinators rejoice! Come rain, 
shine or snow, Portland Saturday 
Market will be open every day from 
December 17th through Christmas Eve. 
The Festival of the Last Minute boasts 
handcrafted gifts, exotic foods and a 
festive atmosphere. The market now 
accepts credit cards and gift certificates. 
Receive two hours of free parking at any 
Smart Park Garage or a TriMet ticket 
with a purchase of $25.00 or more. Go 
to www.portlandsaturdaymarket.com for 
more information. 

Meet Your Neighbor! 
Sidewalk Ambassadors Join Old 
Town Chinatown Neighborhood

By Meghan Doern
Portland Business Alliance 

This fall Old Town Chinatown welcomed 
Portland Business Alliance’s Sidewalk 
Ambassadors to the neighborhood.  The 
Sidewalk Ambassadors – those friendly 
and helpful folks in green – are now 
located at NW 1st and Davis St.

The Sidewalk Ambassadors’ office space 
may be new, but they have a long history 
in downtown. The program was started 
nearly twenty years ago by downtown’s 
Business Improvement District to enhance 
the safety and security of the downtown 
area. Since 2002, however, the program 
has focused on hospitality. Last year 
alone, the Ambassadors helped 71,664 
people visiting downtown with directions, 
restaurant recommendations and 
information about upcoming events. 

The Sidewalk Ambassadors are also 
always ready in case of an emergency. 
In September, the Ambassadors put their 
crisis management skills to work when a 
gas main leak near Pioneer Square shut 
down train service during rush hour. The 
Ambassadors were first on the scene 
helping guide people while the train 
service was suspended.

The Sidewalk Ambassadors’ friendly 
personalities and helpful resources 
make them a welcome addition to the 
neighborhood. 
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By Reid Decker
Portland Saturday Market

Holiday Artisan Market at 
Pioneer Courthouse Square 

December 4th - 13th

Portland Saturday Market and Pioneer 
Courthouse Square will host the
Holiday Artisan Market on December 
4th through 6th and 11th through 13th, 
from 11 am - 6 pm at the Square.  It’s 
Saturday Market during the week! Visit 
www.pioneercourthousesquare.org or 
www.portlandsaturdaymarket.com for 
details. 

Saturday Market Presents Holiday Festivals
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Shanghai Tunnel 
Tour Entertains

Able-bodied men, at the wrong place at 
the wrong time, could find themselves 
drugged, dropped through trap doors, 
and taken out to sea for years of forced 
labor! 

At least, that’s what they say on The 
Shanghai Tunnel Tour. The 1 1/2 hour 
tour, led by Cascade Geographic 
Society, guides participants through 
a captivating history of our neighbor-
hood’s infamous past. The stories 
weaved throughout the tour incorporate 
numerous cultures that have played a 
part in Old Town Chinatown’s history. 

Prepare to be fascinated by tales of 
complex tunnels below Old Town 
Chinatown, and to savor a taste of the 
mysterious passages as you head below 
ground at Hobo’s. Do not, however, 
expect to walk through the underground 
passages - numerous developments over 
decades have closed up the majority of 
the passageways. The key to this tour is 
to delve into the intriguing stories and 
to be surprised, spooked, and amused at 
the notorious history of what was once 
called “The Old North End.” You will 
never regard your neighborhood in the 
same way again.  
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Celebrate First 
Thursdays in OTCT 

Old Town Chinatown will present many 
First Thursday offerings on December 
6th. Portland Art Center will be open-
ing several different exhibits, including 
their fund raiser for the upcoming year, 
PDX Panels.  Emerging, mid-career, 
and established artists were presented 
with wooden panels “to use as they 
wish.”  Come support one of OTCT’s 
greatest attractions. 

Several artists from Portland Saturday 
Market will be featured at Northwest 
Resource Federal Credit Union. The 
credit union is dedicating the evening to 
showing support and raising funds for 
Portland Art Center (PAC) by selling 
tickets for a drawing to win a Verone 
Flood photograph or Hardwear by 
Renee handbag. They will also be sell-
ing one-of-a-kind Portland Art Center 
t-shirts, with all proceeds going to PAC. 

Portland Classical Chinese Garden 
will offer free admission from 5:30 pm 
to 8:30 pm. The gift shop will offer an 
additional 10% off for members, for a 
total of 20%. During December, bundles 
of 15 tickets to the garden will be sold 
for $5 each ($30 savings). Great stock-
ing stuffers!

The Monkey and The Rat will be cel-
ebrating their 6th anniversary in Decem-
ber. Stop by for First Thursday, or for 
their anniversary celebration on Wednes-
day, December 12th from 4 pm - 9 pm 
for free food, music and community. 

Get Portland Mall Construction 
Updates at portlandmall.org
Major light rail construction on 5th and 6th 
avenues in the North Mall is complete and crews 
are now working on NW 4th Avenue and on the 
Steel Bridge. Visit portlandmall.org for the latest 
construction updates, events and activities, 
commuting tips and more. While you’re there, sign 
up to get free updates by email and learn how you 
can support local businesses. 

TriMet Update: 
North Mall Open

Construction continues near Union Station

The North Mall is open to vehicle 
traffic, and on-street parking is 
available on 5th and 6th Avenues. On 
the sidewalks, street and rail system 
poles are going up, brick restoration is 
nearly complete and public art is being 
replaced. 

Major rail construction work is 
underway between Union Station and 
the westbound ramp of the Steel Bridge, 
and the Union Station MAX platform 
on NW 6th Ave. is taking shape. At the 
North Terminus, tracks are laid to loop 
the MAX back through the Mall. Work 
will continue through the new year at the 
Steel Bridge as crews prepare to connect 
the new light rail into the existing MAX 
line next summer. 

Go to www.portlandmall.org for more 
updates. 



By Phil Weiler
University of Oregon

The University of Oregon’s deep ties to 
the Rose City date back to the founding 
of the University of Oregon Law School 
in Portland in the late 1880s. The 
University will open a new chapter in its 
Portland history in 2008 when it brings 
together all but one of its Portland 
programs in a single landmark structure 
in the heart of Old Town Chinatown.

The White Stag Block will house 
everything from journalism, law and 
business to architecture and allied arts 
in a beautifully refurbished, historic 
facility boasting the latest in sustainable 
technologies and green building design.

The University of Oregon is proud to 
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     At home in Portland. 
At work around the world.

         Mercy Corps moves 

its global headquarters to 

       Old Town/Chinatown’s 

Skidmore Fountain Building.

     Summer 2009. 

     

     Learn more at 

www.mercycorps.org/centerforchange

West Portland One Stop
2 NW Second Avenue • 503-226-7387

Unemployed?  Need help finding a job?
Underemployed?  Need a better job?

We provide FREE career counseling, resume development,  
job training, transportation assistance and more.

Call or stop by today!

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program  
Auxiliary Aids and Services are Available Upon Request  

to Individuals with Disabilities 

University of Oregon Portland 
Makes a New Home in Old Town Chinatown

The University of Oregon looks 
forward to enriching its Rose City roots 
while making new connections in the 
blossoming, vibrant and historic Old 
Town Chinatown district. Go to 
http://pdx.uoregon.edu/ for more 
information. 

 

be playing a key role in the renaissance 
of the Portland’s historic Old Town 
Chinatown neighborhood.

The University will mark a milestone in 
the neighborhood’s revitalization in the 
fall of 2008 when it hosts a public grand 
opening. The complex, at 70 NW Couch 
St. is made up of the historic White Stag 
Building and portions of the adjacent 
Bickel and Skidmore buildings. 

On the outside, UO Portland is restoring 
the buildings’ turn-of-the-century 
facades. Inside, the University is 
performing state-of-the-art upgrades. 
Beginning in spring 2008, a handful 
of academic departments will begin 
holding classes in the White Stag Block, 
highlighted by the School of Journalism 
and Communication’s Turnbull Center. 
By the start of the 2008-2009 academic 
year, the nearly 90,000 square-foot 
facility will house all but one University 
of Oregon Portland program, as well as 
a library, a Duck Store with a café, and 
administrative offices for seventy-five to 
100 employees.

The Historic White Stag Block

Orchid Salon to be Honored 
with Spirit of Portland Award

Lan Nguyen at Orchid Salon has been 
selected by the City of Portland 
Office of Neighborhood Involve-
ment to receive The Spirit of Port-
land Award for Small Business. The 
awards have been presented since 1985 
to people and organizations making 
outstanding contributions to the com-
munity. Orchid Salon was chosen for 
being “a neighborhood gathering place 
which revitalized the 200 block of NW 
2nd Ave. and provided services for the 
people there.” 

The award ceremony will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 13th at 2:00 pm in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 1221 
SW 4th Ave. A reception will immedi-
ately follow. 
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 Remembering 
Tracey Sparling 
Young Cyclist’s Death 

a Call to Action

By Nancy Stovall

The crash that killed Tracey Sparling 
reverberated throughout Old Town.  

While the accident occurred just outside 
of our neighborhood, Tracey had firmly 
bonded herself to Old Town. Just 19 
years old, Tracey worked at PDX 
Design Company, the family firm that is           
re-designing the Old Town Chinatown 
web site.

Eric and Soyung Key, who run PDX 
Design Company, are devastated.  “We 
expected that Tracey would be with 
us for a long time.  She was a star 
employee,” said Soyung.  Tracey often 
had dinner with the Keys after work, 
sometimes at their home.  

Tracey’s parents live in Salem, but 
traveled to Portland to get a sense 
of her life here.  They visited PDX 
Design Company and PNCA, where 
Tracey was a student.  Tracey and her 
boyfriend had just been approved for an 
apartment together, and had gone out for 

Real Estate Investments and Development.

Doing business in Old Town 
and Chinatown since 1944.

Patrick Gortmaker, Project Manager
321 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 800
(503) 227-8600, ext. 13

WESTERN ROOMS APARTMENTS

• Studio, 1 & 2 Bedroom Units
• Interior Courtyard w/ Natural Light
• Laundry Facilities
• Close to MAX and Bus Mall
• Some Units with Views
• Close to many of Portland’s finest 
   Restaurants, Shops, and Nightlife
Located in the heart of Portland’s 
Historic Old Town
Telephone: 503.753.7524

Newly Renovated!
New Paint, 
Carpet, Blinds, 
Flooring & 
Appliances!

Rents 
starting 
at $495

Owned and Operated by  
Beardsley Building Development

“Preserving Portland’s historic past through renova-
tion and redevelopment for nearly 40 years”
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a celebratory dinner the night before she 
died.

Out of this tragedy comes a great deal 
of reflection and action.  Portland is 
legendary for its bicycle culture. Like 
any culture, though, it needs care and 
feeding.  The Bicycle Transportation 
Alliance (BTA) is dedicated to bicycle 
advocacy in Oregon.  Karl Rohde, 
BTA’s Government Relations & Public 
Affairs Director, wrote in his blog the 
day after Tracey’s death: “We encourage 
everyone to turn their emotions over 
this tragedy into constructive action. 
There are all sorts of opportunities to 
be a bike advocate when you are not on 
your bike. We will continue our efforts 
to improve the safety of bicycling 
through engineering, education and 
enforcement.”

The BTA advocates for safer streets for 
cyclists. They also run bicycle safety 
education programs.  The “Safe Routes 
to School” program has introduced 
40,000 students to bicycle safety.  The 
annual Bike Commute Challenge is 
a friendly workplace challenge, with 
benefits for companies and individual 
commuter-cyclists. 

Tracey’s death has shocked and 
saddened many in Old Town.  The 
loss of a young, talented person to an 
avoidable crash is a loss that we can ill 
afford. Her death calls us to action. You 
can make a difference  - the BTA, right 
in our neighborhood, is a great place to 
start.  

Bicycle Transportation Alliance is 
located at 233 NW Fifth Ave.  Call them 
at 503.226.0676, or read their blog 
and find more information at www.
bta4bikes.org.

Resident Brings
 Lessons from India 

The Crier caught up with OTCT resident 
Carol McCreary upon her return from the 
World Toilet Summit in New Delhi.  

 
What was the World Toilet Summit
all about?  Who organized it?
The World Toilet Organization (WTO) is 
behind this annual event and expo, but it 
was organized by Sulabh International.  
Sulabh was founded nearly 40 years 
ago by Bindeshwar Pathak to complete 
Ghandi’s mission of restoring the human 
rights and dignity of “untouchables,” 
whose lives are devoted to the demeaning 
task of carrying away “nightsoil.”  This 
requires radical social transformation, 
employment generation and toilet con-
struction.  Today Sulabh has built and 
operates 6,500 public toilet complexes 
for municipalities throughout India and 
recently completed five in Kabul.  
 
How did you happen to attend?
The American Restroom Association, 
which is a WTO member,  asked me to 
co-author a paper on federal health 
policy gaps regarding restrooms in the 
USA. After that, Sulabh International 
offered me a travel grant and Dr. Pathak 
and his staff gave me special opportunity 
to learn about their management innova-
tions and sustainable technologies.  
 
Did you learn any lessons for
Old Town Chinatown?   
Yes.  Communities can build 
architecturally coherent restrooms in 
historic places of interest  - such as 
Ankeny Square - that are clean,  safe for 
children, and serve rich and poor alike.

Tracey Sparling 



Be a part of something
special this year.

Mention The Crier in your donation and
we will give 10% back to The Crier!

Join Street Roots’ Winter Fund Drive

211 NW Davis St.  Portland, OR 97209
www.streetroots.org

 Street Roots

The new Rose City Resource 

Nine thousand copies of Street Roots’ 
new 80-page Rose City Resource 
-- Portland’s most comprehensive list 
of services for people experiencing 
homelessness and poverty -- hit the 
streets in late September. The booklet 
serves people who may not have 
access to a telephone, computer or 
agency staff. It allows individuals the 
opportunity to be independent in their 
search for services that fit their specific 
needs. Ten thousand more copies are 
being published in December.

With the creation of the new quarterly 
pocket-sized booklet, the Street Roots 
newspaper has four more pages of 
in-depth news, and a vendor page 
with stories of people who sell the 
newspaper. 

To obtain copies, go to 211 NW 
Davis St. between 7:30 am and 3:00 
pm, call 503.228.5657, or e-mail 
pdxrosecityresource@hotmail.com.

Spotlight
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Mercy Corps’ Global 
Headquarters Update

By Susan Laaman
Mercy Corps 

The Portland-based international human-
itarian aid organization Mercy Corps 
will open its global headquarters in Old 
Town Chinatown in late summer 2009.  
The aid group is planning to renovate 
the historic Skidmore Fountain Build-
ing and will add a new structure on an 
adjacent parking lot. Ground-breaking 
is scheduled to take place in early spring 
next year.

Up to 200 Mercy Corps employees will 
work in the Portland headquarters, but 
the building will be more than office 
space.  A highlight of the new building 
will be a global learning and action cen-
ter – a world-class interactive space that 
will inform, engage, and catalyze people 
to take action around global poverty and 
hunger. 

Another feature of Mercy Corps’ new 
building will be a street level pres-
ence for Mercy Corps Northwest, the 
agency’s local economic development 
arm that helps small businesses and 
entrepreneurs.  Mercy Corps Northwest 
takes the best practices of the agency’s 
microfinance work worldwide and offers 
people in the Portland area business 
skills training, mentoring, asset-build-
ing, and small loans.  

Building Projects 
Planned for 2008

The multi-faceted Waterfront Park 
Ankeny Burnside project is moving 
ahead.  The Portland Development 
Commission (PDC) and Portland 
Parks & Recreation are negotiating 
an agreement to assign construction of 
the public improvements to PDC. This 
includes new public restrooms on the 
north side of Fire Station #1. The site 
for Portland Saturday Market’s 2008 
season will be in Ankeny Plaza and 
under the Burnside Bridge on both sides 
of Naito Parkway, where two-way traffic 
will be diverted to the northbound lanes.  
The Bill Naito Company’s planning 
for multi-block development and a PDC 
parking study are also underway. 

For North Old Town Chinatown, the 
City has chosen the Housing Author-
ity of Portland to own and develop a 
Resource Center.  This will include the 
men’s shelter that is currently housed 
at Transition Projects Inc. (TPI) as 
well as 50-80 permanent housing units 
for very low income residents, coupled 
with supportive services. The City, PDC 
and TPI have determined that Block 25 
(Dirty Duck Block) is the best site for 
this facility because other sites were 
unavailable or not accessible enough for 
the facility.  Block 25 will also contain 
a redeveloped Blanchet House and 
address the City’s parking obligation 
to provide 130 parking spaces for NW 
Natural.

PDC is working with Innovative Hous-
ing to renovate the 96-unit Lyndon 
Musolf Manor. With financial assis-
tance from PDC, the Housing Au-
thority of Portland is purchasing the 
Grove Hotel to serve a very low income 
population. The Yards at Union Station 
is adding units to reach a total of 610.   
Development planning is also underway 
for the Broadway Corridor area south of 
Union Station.

For information contact Peter Englander 
at 503.823.3347 or englanderp@pdc.us.



Old Chinatown Neighborhood 
Association: First Tuesdays from 
4:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the Port of 
Portland, 121 NW Everett St. Contact 
Carol McCreary at 503.984.4081 or 
carolmccreary@comcast.net. 

OTCTNA  Arts, Culture and History 
Group: Third Tuesdays from 11:30 am 
to 1:00 pm at the Oregon Nikkei Legacy 
Center, 121 NW 2nd Ave. Contact Reid 
Decker at 503.222.6072 x11 or reid@
saturdaymarket.org. 

OTCTNA Communications 
Committee: Last Mondays from 5:30 
pm to 6:30 pm at Backspace, 115 
NW 5th Ave.  Contact Nancy Stovall 
at 503.241.4796 or nancy.stovall@
gmail.com, or Kaebel Hashitani at 
503.916.9293 or sequentialart@gmail.
com.

OTCTNA Public Safety Committee: 
First Wednesdays from 9:30 am to 
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Mercy Corps Northwest’s clients 
include minorities, women, refugees, 
and immigrants who envision their lives 
transformed.  The goal of Mercy Corps 
Northwest’s services is to increase self-
sufficiency and small business owner-
ship, which provides economic well-
being and stability that is an investment 
in our city and region. 

For more information on Mercy Corps’ 
new global headquarters, please visit
http://mercycorps.org/centerforchange/.
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Thank you to community sponsors and 

the City of Portland Neighborhood 
Grants Program for their support 

throughout 2007. 

Submissions can be sent to otctcrier@
gmail.com.  Deadline for submissions 

for the Spring 2008 issue is Friday, 
January 4th For more information, go 

to www.oldtownchinatown.com.

221 NW Second Avenue, Portland
503.220.2592 • www.nrfcu.org

Experience Prosperity.

Northwest Resource has been
helping people achieve their
financial goals in Old Town
Chinatown for over 70 years.
As a member, you are an owner
of Northwest Resource, helping
to bring vitality to Portland’s
central city.

1:00 pm at 232 NW 6th Ave.  Contact 
Howard Weiner at 503.248.0495 or 
howard@calsk8.com. 

Joint OTCTNA-Visions Land Use 
Committee: First Tuesdays from 3:00 
pm to 4:30 pm at 232 NW 6th Ave. 
Contact Patrick Gortmaker at patrick@
kalbererco.com or Paul Verhoeven 
at 503.222.6072 ex 12 or paul@
saturdaymarket.org.

Old Town Chinatown Visions 
Committee: Second Wednesdays from 
11:30 am to I:00 pm at Central City 
Concern, 232 NW 6th Ave. Contact 
Howard Weiner at 503.248.0495 or 
howard@calsk8.com. 

Old Town Chinatown Business 
Association:  Third Thursdays from 
11:30 am to 1:00 pm at Central City 
Concern, 232 NW 6th Ave. Contact 
Dorian Yee at 503.224.7066 or Dorian.
Yee@bankofthewest.com. 

The Old Town Chinatown Neighborhood Association (OTCTNA) invites increased 
participation. Everyone who lives, owns a business or property, or works in the 

neighborhood is a member of the OTCTNA.  A diverse and inclusive organization, 
OTCTNA is one of the City of Portland’s 95 recognized neighborhood associations.   

Old Town Chinatown Neighborhood         
Meeting Schedule

Give the gift of 
warmth and tranquility 
to friends and family. 
Gift packets of 15 
admission tickets at $5 
each ticket are available 
at the Portland Clas-
sical Chinese Garden 
Gift Store. Save $30!

Photo: Morgan Pace

NW 3rd & Everett    503.228.8131     
Open 10:00 to 5:00 Daily     www.portlandchinesegarden.org

.
.

For more information, please go to www.oldtownchinatown.com
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THE MONKEY
& THE RAT

fine & friendly objects from faraway places

131 NW SECOND AVE
503-224-3849

open 11-6 - closed mondays

2701 NW Vaughn St   Suite 710
Portland, OR 97210

P 503.488.5000
www.billnaito.com

By Nancy Stovall 

Is that a list in your hand?  Well, it’s no 
surprise—the holidays are just around 
the corner, and most of us have a gift list 
that might rival St Nick’s.

Smart, thoughtful and easy-to-give gifts 
abound in Old Town, though, and some 
of the best are on-line.  Surf over to 
www.oldtownchinatown.net, and click 
on “Community” to find links for giv-
ing.  Your support of our neighborhood 
organizations enhances life in Old Town, 
and the receiver benefits from the
collective effort.  The best part-- each 
gift is good for all.  

Give a museum membership—there are 
a number to choose from.  Support the 

“HeART of Portland” with member-
ships to our cultural institutions.  Check 
out the Portland Art Center, a hub 
for hip shows, including large installa-
tion pieces, group shows, and emerg-
ing trends.  Looking for an educational 
opportunity?  Give language classes 
from the NW China Council or a media 
course offered at NW Documentary 
Arts & Media.

For someone who already has it all, 
make a donation in their name.  Holiday 
cheer that lasts all year is a gift to one of 
our many service organizations, includ-
ing Sisters of the Road Café, Union 
Gospel Mission, or Blanchet House. 
See left for their wish lists, compiled 
by community member Patricia Jay.  A 
donation made to One Economy brings 
technology to a low-income family. 

Want to give “green”?  Check out the 
green tags at the Bonneville Environ-
mental Foundation.  A membership at 
the Bicycle Transportation Alliance 
supports bicycle advocacy and gets the 
member a discount at area bicycle shops.  
Music lovers will love a membership to 
Friends of Chamber Music or tickets 
from Portland Piano International.  
How about a peaceful gift of member-

ship to the Portland Classical Chinese     
Garden? Old Town Chinatown hosts    
dozens of non-profit organizations dedi-
cated to supporting arts, culture, history, 
environment, entertainment and more.  
Give a gift of support and enjoy good 
karma this holiday season.

Old Town Chinatown Makes 
Giving from the Heart Easy

A Holiday Wish List from
 Social Service Providers

By Patricia Jay

Blanchet House: sleeping bags, tarps, 
men’s socks. Call 503.226.3911.

Union Gospel Mission: Men’s and 
Women’s coats, socks, sweaters, 
underwear, hygiene products (sample 
sizes), blankets, sleeping bags. Call 
503.274.4483.

Sisters of the Road Cafe: Men’s and 
women’s socks, toys for the toy drive 
(“no thank you” to war toys), gifts for 
teenagers. Call 503.222.5694.

Salvation Army Harbor Light: 
Hygiene kits (sample size shampoo, 
razor, soap, toothbrush and toothpaste). 
Call 503.239.1259.

A membership to Portland Classical Chinese 
Garden makes a great gift! 


